Why is Census 2020
important to North Dakota?

Your community benefits the most when everyone counts.

Did you know that the distribution of political posts and taxpayer’s dollars is based upon how many
residents are counted in an area, not how many may live there?
Equal Representation in Government
One of the best ways to ensure all populations are treated
fairly in the distribution of public goods and services is to
ensure they are equally represented in the political process.
This starts by making sure everyone is counted in the Census.
The Census is conducted every 10 years to ensure equal
representation in an elected government at both federal
and state levels.
Return of Resident Tax Dollars to North Dakota
The Census establishes North Dakota’s proportion number
for all federal funds for the next 10 years. In fiscal year
2015, $1.45 billion in federal funds were obligated in
North Dakota based upon resident counts from Census
2010 and subsequent annual population estimates. This
equates to $1,910 in federal funds distributed annually for
each North Dakota resident.

2015 Federal
Obligations in ND

Program
Medicaid & Medicare Part B

$883.6 M

Highway Planning & Construction

$237.1 M

Supplemental Nutrition Programs

$107.8M

Head Start & Education Grants

$98.2 M

Housing & Energy Assistance

$69.6 M

Family & Child Assistance

$39.9 M

(SNAP, WIC, National School Lunch Program)

(S-CHIP, Foster Care, Child Care)

Health Center Programs

(Community, Migrant, Homeless,Public Housing)

$9.1 M

Minorities, those in poverty, recent migrants and rural
residents tend to be the most difficult to count. They are also
more likely to be consumers of federally funded programs.

Over a 10 year span:
One missed resident

= $19,100 lost

One missed household
(average 2.32 persons)

= $44,312 lost

Statewide census count
off by 0.1 percent

= $15 million lost

Source: George Washington University, 2015
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Be Legendary.
Be Counted!
www.NDcensus2020.com

